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Welcome to the Monrovia High School Band Department
Home of the Monrovia Bulldog Brigade

We are very excited that you and your family have chosen to participate with one of the most successful programs in our school.  The Monrovia Band Program has established itself as one of the premier small school band programs in Indiana.  This will be a very rewarding experience for both you and your student.  


This handbook has been put together to assist both the student and parent.  The band and guard programs provide many great opportunities for your student.  We hope we can make this a great experience for you and your student.  As with all great endeavors, there is a lot of preparation and support required to make this a rewarding experience for all.  We know each year many questions will arise.  This handbook has been designed to help answer those.  If you are unable to find the answer to your question, please contact me or any of the board members listed on the back of this handbook.  Have a great year!

How Do I Find Out What is Going On?


Booster meetings are held once a month, usually the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm. in the High School Band room with the exception of the August meeting which is at 8:00 pm.  All parents are invited and encouraged to attend.  A wealth of information is given at each meeting concerning schedules, fundraisers, upcoming events, volunteer needs, band camp and much, much more.  The best way for you to be informed is to attend the booster meetings regularly.  Please provide your e-mail address to receive important information and updates, directions, times for various contests throughout the year.  E-mail is an effective and important means of communication, so please make sure we have your current updated e-mail address.  We also have our website, www.monroviabands.com which is up and running and will provide valuable information throughout the year.

Other places that you will find important information is on the doors to the high school band room, and on the board in the band room.  Calendars, contest schedules, etc., are placed there for all to see.  Parents are welcome to come and see the information for themselves.  It will also be e-mailed to each current address and posted on the website.  If you have questions, please contact anyone listed in this handbook.
A calendar of all 2010-2011 rehearsals and performances is currently under construction on the band website.

WEEKLY UPDATES

Please make sure to check your e-mail regularly for updates and pertinent information on fundraisers, contest schedules, etc.  For those that don’t have or use the internet, we will print this information and make it available in the band room.  Please make sure that the band office has your current e-mail address as this is one of our main ways of communicating.

GENERAL BAND INFO

INSTRUMENT RENTALS AND INSURANCE

Students are expected to provide their own instruments, except for the larger or more exotic instruments such as percussion, tuba, baritones, bass clarinets, etc.  The rental fee for school owned instruments is $35 for the school year.  Those who are using any school owned instrument will need to submit the rental/liability contract with their payment to Monrovia High School prior to receiving the instrument.  Loss or damage of school property will be at the student’s expense.  End of year cleaning of the instrument will be covered at student’s expense.


Parents please make sure your homeowners insurance covers your student’s musical instrument.  Unfortunately with the number of students involved in this type of activity, accidents can happen.  Carrying insurance on your student’s instrument may help if an accident occurs.

GRADING POLICY

All grades are based on the following criteria:  periodic playing tests, counting drill charts and other assignments announced by the director, attitude in rehearsal and at performances, attendance at all band functions.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY AT ALL BAND PERFORMANCES! 
Any problems will be dealt with on a personal basis.  Any absences from all or part of a rehearsal, summer, fall, winter or spring will be excused if:

1. accompanied with a written doctor’s note (preceded by absence from school)

2. death in the family

3. vacation by family (preceded by absence from school)

Students with jobs are expected to be at all rehearsals, inform your employer accordingly.  Absence from the last rehearsal before a performance may result in exclusion from that performance.  Communication is always important so personally notify directors of any absences.
RULES AND GUIDELINES FOR MONROVIA BANDS

SIX GOLDEN RULES

1. Stop when the conductor/instructor cuts you off.

2. Have a pencil for all rehearsals.

3. Do not talk when a conductor or instructor talks.

4. Respect yourself and others at ALL times.

5. No food or gum during class.

6. No PDA (public displays of affection) during class, in uniform, or on band trips.

7. Keep the band room and your locker area spotless.

REHEARSAL GUIDELINES
1. Each student is expected to be on time, if not early, to all rehearsal/performance functions.

2. The student is expected to have both their music and instrument ready for all rehearsals and performances.

3. Students should have a pencil ready to mark rehearsal suggestions.

4. Students should behave considerately to whomever is on the podium, whether it be the director or a guest of the band.

5. Students should treat school owned instruments like their own.  Any loss or damage of the instrument will be the student’s liability and will be assessed accordingly.

6. The are four places your instruments should be (school owned or privately owned)

· In your hands

· Lined up in a section

· Lined up in the cases

· In your band locker

PERFORMANCE GUIDELINES
1. Make sure all of your uniform parts are clean and fitted properly.  Improper uniform care will not be tolerated.
2. Make sure your instrument is in good repair so that you can perform to the best of your ability.

3. All students are to report to the band room at the time specified by the director.

4. When in uniform, No PDA, no eating, no smoking, no swearing.

5. Everyone should be professional while in a performance setting.  Unprofessional behavior could be cause for dismissal from the band program.

AWARDS AND LETTERS

Students receive a chevron each year they march.  Students are given the year they graduate as a freshman, their name and instrument pin as a Sophomore, and a bulldog as a Junior.  Letters are earned through participation in band, guard, jazz band, winter guard and solo and ensemble.

MARCHING BAND

MARCHING BAND COMMITMENT

There is a commitment of time and expense required to meet the objectives and expectations of a small school marching band.  This includes summer rehearsals, band camp, after school rehearsals, football games and marching contests.  Color Guard, Percussion and Winds may have separate sectional schedules as well as full band rehearsals.  It is recommended that family vacations for marching band members be planned for prior to the start of marching band.  All students must be in attendance for rehearsals from band camp through the completion of marching season.

MARCHING BAND FEES (broken down per student)
Contest fees




      ($56.82) booster provided

Show writing & design


    ($209.31) booster provided

Equipment/props/flags


      ($69.77) booster provided

Camp staff




     
      ($85.40) booster provided

Music copyright fees


      
      ($19.19) booster provided

Award fees




      ($58.23) booster provided

BAND BOOSTERS PROVIDE………… …….$498.72  per student
All “booster provided” costs are paid through parents and students volunteering for the Band’s Lucas Oil Stadium concession stand which is why it is important that we get your help.  If you would prefer to opt out of volunteering at the stadium and wish to just pay a fee, please make your check payable to MONROVIA BAND BOOSTERS for $498.72 prior to September 5.  This is a service to help all parents support their students that only works when the parents work together.  Thank you in advance for your assistance!  
There may be some incidental charges during the marching season.  Every effort will be made to keep these nominal.  Checks should be made to Monrovia Band Boosters.

BAND CAMP

Please see the end of this section for camp information.  For your convenience, here is a summary of that information.


Camp is held at Taylor University in Upland, Indiana.  Students will practice at Monrovia High School on July 7th, 8th and 9th from 10:00 am. to 11:30 am. for all marchers, prior to leaving for camp at 10:00 am. on Sunday, July 11th.  Students will return to Monrovia High School by 4:00 pm. on Friday, July 16th.


Suggested items for camp are instrument, music, towels, washcloths, comfortable tennis shoes, comfortable socks, light jacket or sweatshirt, sheets or bedroll, toiletries, loose fitting clothing, hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, band-aids, 3 ring binder, pencils, insect repellent, non-carbonated drinks.  Some students recommend Gold Bond medicated powder…
ALL SCHOOL RULES APPLY

NO HAZING!!!

Result could be banned from Program.

BAND CAMP COST


$320 per student includes room, board, and instruction.  The money needs to be paid to Monrovia Band Boosters by July 9, 2010.  This fee and all other fees owed to the band program must be paid prior to your student attending camp.  Checks for camp are made payable to Monrovia Band Boosters.  Please contact Mr. Willett if you have any problems with this payment.  It is our hope that you will discuss any problems/conflicts you might have, so that we can try to find a way for your child to participate in our outstanding program.

T-shirt






   $10.00
Transportation





   $75.00

Camp staff






   $30.00

SHOES (unless already owned)


 
   $25.00***#

Band camp






 $205.00

TOTAL DUE WITH SHOES



 $345.00

TOTAL DUE WITHOUT SHOES


 $320.00
May 3, 2010 payment




$160.00 

July 9, 2010 payment 




$160.00 

***shoes will be ordered after band camp so size will be needed

# guard shoes are $30.00 so please add $5.00

No refunds will be available if a student decides not to continue with marching band.  As a non-profit organization, we must pay our bills in a professional and timely manner.  It is important that you pay your fees by the dates listed to provide the needed cash flow necessary for us to conduct business with companies we use.  If at any time you experience difficulty meeting the payment schedule please contact Mr. Willett at 996-2258 ext. 2149 or willetb@m-gsd.org.

FOOD SERVICE

At camp, three meals a day will be provided by the dining service.  Parents are welcome to attend at any time at their own expense.

HEALTH SERVICES

ALL students need to have a health form turned in to Mr. Willett before July 11, 2008.  The health form is included with this handbook and on the website.  We require these forms before we are able to administer any medical treatment to your student.  In case of emergency, these forms greatly assist the nurse/doctor in making the correct diagnosis or in administering effective medication.


Forms will be returned to parents who do not fill out “ALL” applicable information.  Medical services will be provided by our nurse and on emergency basis at the local hospital.  Parents will be notified immediately of any injury or illness sustained by their child.
DRESS

Band camp does not require any nice clothes.  Shorts, jeans and t-shirts will be ideal dress for the week.  Please keep all slogans school appropriate.  Socks and sneakers must be worn at all rehearsals.  No sandals!  A hat or sun-visor and sunglasses are recommended for morning practice.

SUNBURN

Our most troublesome problem at band camp can be sunburn.  Some students can develop second-degree burns from being in the sun without protection.  We suggest a sunblock of SPF 15-50.  Any lower number, you are at your own risk!

1. If you burn easily, DEFINITELY use SPF 15 or higher.

2. Prevent sunburned lips with a lip balm treatment with SPF 15.  Chopsaver with SPF protection is available for $5.00.

3. If your nose burns easily, use Zinc Oxide paste.

4. Bring Solarcaine or aloe in case of mild sunburns

STAFF

A complete staff of qualified musicians and drill instructors have been contracted for band camp.  They are experienced band personnel, who will assist in field and music instruction.

Brian Willett-Monrovia, DePauw University and Indiana Wesleyan alumnus, 17th year teaching, 13th at Monrovia.

Dr. Al Lilly-trumpet instructor, DePauw University and Indiana University alumnus, eighth year arranging music and fifth year as assistant director for Monrovia, Mid-States Band Association Music Judge and Caption Head, private instructor for Indiana Wesleyan and high school programs across the state.

Lee Gibson-13th year writing drill for Monrovia, Mid-States Band Association Visual and Effect judge.

Colin West-12th year as Color Guard Director for Monrovia, alumnus of Indiana State University and Glassmen Drum and Bugle Corps
Adam McDaniel-clarinet instructor, choir director at Monrovia High School, third year with Monrovia.
Rob Yeley-saxophone instructor, Monrovia alum, current music education major at University of Eastern Illinois, third year assisting with Monrovia.

Hannah Jones-flute instructor, Monrovia alum, current member of the All-American Marching Band at Purdue, second year with Monrovia.

Adam Long-second year with Monrovia 

Allison Wilkerson-second year with Monrovia, member of the WGI World Champion Color Guard from Avon High School
PARENT CHAPERONES

We offer this position to any parent who wishes to come up for the week.  Those wishing to come in mornings or evenings to observe and help supervise (in the evenings) are more than welcome.  Parents wishing to spend the evening at camp for the week need to let me know as there is a small charge for all overnight help to cover the cost of your room.  The boosters will cover meals for overnight help.

BAND CAMP DAILY SCHEDULE

We will begin each day at 6:00 am.  Meals are at 7:00 am., noon, and 5:00 pm.  Parents are welcome at any time but will need to purchase their own meals if dining with us.  We rehearse, either on the field or in sectionals, from 8:00 am.-noon, 1:00 pm.-5:00 pm, and 6:00-7:30 pm.  Students are encouraged to spend this time learning music and working toward better performance technique.  Students are given frequent water breaks when we are in the sun.  After dinner, awards are given out for the day:  Rookie of the Day (they receive candy), Veteran of the Day (again, candy), Honor Squad (based on marching and they will get to go out for ice cream), Honor Section (first in line for meals the next day), and Best Mental Attitude (male/female daily receives a plaque from the Boosters).  


Evening activities include rehearsal on Sunday, bowling on Monday, swimming, movies or additional rehearsal on Tuesday and Thursday.  Wednesday night is traditionally Parent Night.   Parents are encouraged to join us that evening.  We are tentatively planning to perform the show for the parents at 6:30 pm. and spend the rest of the evening enjoying the company of those who are there.  Movies and bowling will require extra money.  We may need help car pooling on Monday evening to the bowling alley.  Anyone who is available, please notify Mr. Willett.

We will leave Taylor on Friday, July 16, and return to Monrovia High School by 4:00 pm.  Parents are welcome to attend camp at any time

EVENING MARCHING BAND REHEARSALS

Beginning on Monday, July 19th, the band and guard will practice each Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday evening (unless marked on the calendar) from 6:00-8:00 pm. throughout the end of the summer.  Rehearsals will be 3:30-5:30 pm. beginning the week of August 9th.  Any student attending ALL rehearsals over the summer will receive one (1) elective credit toward graduation.  The week of August 9, 2010 will begin the after school (3:30-5:30 pm) rehearsals throughout marching season.  Students attending all marching band rehearsals will receive a physical education credit.


If a student is missing all or part of a rehearsal the student must have a note from their parent explaining the reason of their absence.  Phone calls will be made for unaccounted for students.  The three ways to receive excused absences are 1) illness from school, 2) death in the family, and 3) family vacation.  Work is not an excused absence.  Inform your employer accordingly.

REHEARSAL CLOTHING
Students should wear comfortable clothing to all rehearsals.  Shirts (required for all rehearsals and band camp), shorts, sweats, loose fitting pants, socks, good tennis shoes are the most acceptable attire.  Please listen to weather reports in the morning or evening and plan your attire accordingly.  You must have proper clothing to change into if what you wear to school does not fill the requirements for rehearsal (sandals/flip flops).

UNIFORMS

Uniforms will be fitted and assigned.  Each member will need a pair of plain, black socks.  Shoe sizes need to be submitted by the first day of school for anyone needing a pair of the Speedster marching shoes.  Band members are required to wear a t-shirt and dark colored shorts under their uniforms and their band show t-shirts at contest after the performance.

UNIFORM CARE PROCEDURES

The following procedures are to be followed by each band member.  Your cooperation will be appreciated.

1. All uniforms are to be kept in the uniform room or band boxes at school.

2. All pieces of each uniform are in individual uniform bags with the students name on it.

3. All with the uniform, students are to wear uniform shoes, black socks, dark shorts and a t-shirt under their uniform.  

4. At performance venues, the band show t-shirt is be worn any time the student is out of uniform.  It is considered a travel uniform.  Band students may wear any type of t-shirt under the uniform (school guidelines apply).  Band show t-shirts are provided to each student.  Additional band shirts may be purchased if you wish.

5. T-shirts are to be taken home and laundered after each performance.  DO NOT leave them in the uniform box unless you would like for us to dispose of them for you.

6. Each student is responsible for hanging his/her own uniform back on the hanger properly and returning it to the Box Mom/Dad responsible for the assigned box.  The uniform will be checked for proper hanging.
7. Band members are not permitted to eat while in uniform.  Water is the only consumable during that time.

8. The proper way to carry the uniform is with the jacket all the way on (zipped and hooked) or with the jacket off and carried, folded over the arm.

9. If there is any problem with your uniform, please bring it to our attention to be fixed.

What Every Parent Needs to Know about Marching Band
CONTESTS AND INVITATIONAL PERFORMANCES

By Wednesday, if possible, a schedule detailing the time line for the contest day, meal plans, and directions will be available in the band room.  Encourage your child to copy down this information.  We will e-mail the schedule to all e-mail addresses we have.  


Please plan to attend as many functions as possible.  This is a good way to meet parents, get to know other students, and support the band for all of their hard work.  Look for other Monrovia parents at the contests.  The boosters usually try to sit together and cheer the students on and off the field.


When driving to contests, feel free to follow the bus or use the directions available on the schedule for the week.  Carpooling from the school with other parents is an option that parents use as well.  After the contest, you may come to the bus area to celebrate with the students.
BUS CARRY ONS
NO GLASS CONTAINERS

· Small cooler

· Food

· Canned drinks/bottled water

· Snacks, fruit, etc.

· Jacket or sweatshirt and pants for cool late nights

· Necessary band items and personal items

***Please note:


Occasionally, the band performs twice in the same day.  This means that students must have enough food or money to purchase what they might want to eat.  Please make sure your child is prepared to make their day successful.  We will plan pitch ins for several of the contests.  Please attend the Booster meetings to hear more on that.

SHOW SHIRTS


During the marching season a special shirt is designed for the program.  This is the show t-shirt that students wear under their uniforms and to performances.  (Your student’s t-shirt is paid for with the camp fees, so please provide the size needed by your student on the Booster Contact and T-Shirt Sheet that is available on the website.)  These t-shirts are also sold in adult and children sizes for parents, siblings, and fans.  Additional shirts may be ordered on a pre-paid basis also using the Booster Contact and T-Shirt Sheet.  This is completely a voluntary purchase.  Most parents like to have them to wear to contests.  Shirts are $10 (S, M, L, XL) and $1 more for each X that is added to the size.  Please return the Booster Contact and T-Shirt Sheet by July 22, 2010, so the shirts can be ordered.
BOX MOMS AND DADS

Box Moms and Dads are the parents that help during marching season with the uniforms.  You and a partner would be in charge of one uniform cart, with approximately 5-8 students reporting to the uniform cart.  At each contest you help the students dress and put away their uniform.  You and your partner will also be the leaders for two of our Lucas Oil Stadium events.  You will receive a contact list and will assist in staffing two of the fourteen events we have over the year.

CHAPERONES

Only parents or guardians may chaperone events where students are participating.  Only assigned students and chaperones are allowed to ride the bus.  A chaperone is to make sure students behave appropriately.  

BUYING PERFORMANCE TICKETS IN ADVANCE

As a courtesy, we will attempt to order a block of seats for anyone interested in sitting together with the other Monrovia parents at the Bands of America Grand Nationals.  These offers are pre-paid and made one time.  Watch for the announcement on this!
Our preliminary time for Grand Nationals is 9:15 pm. on Thursday, November 11, 2010.
PARENT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

The Marching Band as well as Concert Band, Jazz Band, Winter Guard programs provide wonderful opportunities for both you and your child.  This program like any great program requires a great deal of both physical and financial support.  Throughout the year, there are many opportunities for adults to be involved with the band program.  We need your help, to continue to be successful.  Some of the opportunities are described below and on the Booster page on the website.

LUCAS OIL STADIUM (THE LUC)

The concession stand that is staffed at Lucas Oil Stadium will be the form of income for the Band Boosters that will bring in nearly $15,000.00.  It requires your help.  World’s Finest candy sales and Market Day make up the remaining income for the Boosters.  We cannot keep the costs down without your involvement and we are currently the least expensive competitive marching band in Morgan, Marion, Hendricks, and Johnson among other surrounding counties.  We are asking each marching band member (or friends and family members) to fulfill the requirement of four (4) positions at the Luc events this year.  During the school year, there are several opportunities to sign up for Lucas Oil Stadium events, but we have also provided a sheet on the website Booster page for you to mark preferences for events to work.  This will allow you to look at the events scheduled for the year, and not have to stand in the hallway with your calendar in your hand.  Please fill out and return this sheet either to Mr. Willett or a Band Booster Officer by August 1, 2010.
FUND RAISERS
We have several trip account fund-raisers.  Our magazine subscription sale begins in August and runs through Labor Day, a pizza sale and a cheesecake sale prior to Thanksgiving, and our Band card sale starts in March and lasts for four weeks (spring break is included in that time period).  Profits from these fund-raisers will be used for trip accounts and the band general fund.


The sponsorships for the trailer are being collected now through August 1, 2010.  If you wish to participate, please complete a form, available on the website in the fundraisers section, and return it to Mr. Willett.  We also have a World’s Finest Chocolate sale that benefits the general fund to keep costs down.
INDIVIDUAL TRIP ACCOUNTS

Individual accounts are set up for each student.  These accounts can be used by the student for band trips.  The accounts are funded by money earned by the student during fundraisers when parents of that student help with the booster’s Lucas Oil Stadium concession stand.  If you are available to volunteer for the boosters, we will set up a trip account for your student to use fund-raiser money from their magazine, cheesecake and band card sales to aid in travel.

OTHER STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES
SOLO & ENSEMBLE

Each year the Indiana State School Music Association (ISSMA) has a District Solo & Ensemble Festival around the end of January.  We encourage all students to participate.  Each solo entry is $12.00 and ensemble entry is $6.00 per student.  This payment will need to be received PRIOR to November 20, 2010 for your students to participate in this event.  We will require cash or check payable to Monrovia High School for the total number of events your student is participating in.  When a student qualifies for State Solo & Ensemble, that payment is required on the day they qualify so they may participate at the State level.

JAZZ BAND

The Jazz  Band performs at all home basketball games and is available to all 7th – 12th grade band members by audition.   Practices are twice a week, Wednesday and Friday, immediately after school until 3:30pm, throughout the year.  This group also performs at several fundraisers over the course of the year.  They will perform at the Barnes and Noble Bookstore in Plainfield twice a year, and this group provides the big band era music at the Swing Into Spring.
CONCERT BAND

Following marching band, the same band members will prepare for concert band performances and contests.
WINTER GUARD

Following marching season, the winter guard participates in contests throughout the state without the band.  Additional tryouts are conducted and additional fees required for anyone wishing to participate following marching season.  Students/families may work off their fees at the Lucas Oil concession stand.
BOOSTER OFFICERS

Carolyn Realey, President

(317)-441-2062 cell
realeyc@aol.com  
Christine Potter, Treasurer

(317)-996-4291 home
(317)- 445-0033 cell
mrschristinepotter@hotmail.com
April Stevens, Secretary

765-342-0671 home

317-850-8741 cell

nickzackmom2003@yahoo.com
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